University of Oregon in Eugene, says the ship was specifically scheduled and routed to avoid whales, and that marine-mammal observers would be on hand when airguns were fired.
As Nature went to press, a hearing on the lawsuit was being scheduled for this week.
The cruise plans to sink 64 portable seismometers near the Endeavour vent field, fire airguns into the water for 10 days, then retrieve the data-laden seismometers that pop to the surface. Toomey hopes that the analysis will answer important questions about the flow of Earth's mantle, as well as about earthquakes in the region.
Ecojustice officials didn't respond to interview requests, but a statement on its website attributed to group lawyer Lara Tessaro says that the Canadian government should "refuse to sanction the harassment of endangered whales". Collins, who headed the National Human Genome Research Institute in Bethesda from 1993 to 2008, made the case that investment in biomedical research creates jobs and offers quick economic returns. Looking ahead, he said that the agency should devote more money to "five areas of special opportunity". First, to applying high-throughput technologies in genomics and nanotechnology to discover the genetic bases of diseases including cancer, autism, diabetes and neurodegenerative disorders. Second, to developing diagnostics, preventative strategies and therapeutic tools through more public-private partnerships. Third, to reining in the costs of health care with comparative-effectiveness research and personalized medicine. Fourth, to expanding research into diseases affecting the developing world. Finally, to increasing budgets and investing in training and peer review to achieve a predictable funding trajectory for the research community.
"He presented a vision that was very much tailored to the times -scientifically and in terms of our public-health challenges, of where the nation is now, and where the mission of the NIH lies ahead," says Raynard Kington, who has served as acting director since last October and will return to his role of deputy director. Collins stressed that he plans to devote all his energy to his new position, although he will maintain an active research lab. His latest book (on personalized medicine) is slated for a January 2010 release, he said, and he has resigned from the Washington DC-based BioLogos Foundation, an organization he founded earlier this year aimed at bridging the gap between science and religion. "I don't want anyone at NIH or outside of NIH to think that I have a religious agenda in coming to this role, " said Collins, a devout Christian. "I will not. I'm here as your scientific director and I will keep that focus. " However, Collins's wife, genetic counsellor Diane Baker, will stay on the BioLogos board and will probably have a significant advisory role at the NIH, he said.
■

Elie Dolgin
Collins sets out his vision for the NIH US research vessel Marcus Langseth was scheduled to work in Canadian waters.
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